Dunn, Anna M (CHFS DMS) 



From . Downey, Brian (Finance-Rep) [Brian_Downey@finance-rep.senate.gov] 

Sent-' Wednesday, April 21, 2010 1:11 PM 

To: Dunn, Anna M (CHFS DMS) 

Subject' A Letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley 

Attachments: 2010-04-21 Letter to Kentucky Medicaid.pdf 

Importance: High 



Hello, 

Please find attached a'letter from Senator Grassley. Please confirm receipt, thank you. 
Sincerely, 

Brian M. Downey 

Investigative Assistant 

U.S. Committee on Finance 

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 

Senator Charles E. Grassley 

(P) 202-224-4515 



THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MESSAGE IS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. 
If you have received this e-mail in eranr, do not read, disseminate, distribute or copy this message and/or attachments. 
Please immediately notify our office by telephone at (202) 224-4515. and delete it from your system. 
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: laiiitcri jStates Senate 

April.21,2010 

Via Electronic Transmission 

Elizabeth A. Johnson 
Commissioner 

Kentucky Department for Medicaid Services 
State of Kentucky 
275 East Main Street 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

Dear Commissioner Johnson: 

In the United States, the federal and state governments spend roughly $317 billion 
every year on the Medicaid program. As Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on 
Finance, I have an obligation to ensure that taxpayer dollars are appropriately spent on 
federal health care programs. Like the Medicare program, Medicaid suffers from 
systemic weaknesses that lead to fraud^a^ju;^^^^ resulting m 

higher cosls^Te^caltlicarFto those who are in need. The overut illation of 
prescription drugs, whether through drug abuse Or outright fraud, plays a significant role 
in the rising cost of our healthcare system. The purpose of this letter is to request 
information regarding certain outliers in Kentucky's Medicaid program and what steps 
Kentucky takes to monitor rates of utilization. 

In recent inquiries, I have asked the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services about physicians prescribing mentaUieajth dmgs^sJoiuWnilyJigh rates. In 
addition to these concerns, a recent CNN report detailed the increasing abuse of 
OxyContin, Roxicodone, and Xanax. Specifically, the report described the role some ; 
pain management clinics and physicians play in the black market for these drugs. 1 write 
today to better ascertain how high rates of both mental health and .pain medication 
utilization are affecting the Medicaid program, as well as how Kentucky's rates compare 
to the national rates. 

To that end, please provide charts that list of the tojHejilMc^^ 
th e foll owi ng drugs for th e years 200jand20Qi. For each prescriber, please^royider 
hisjier pi^iberidentifi^^ P er V Qm '> 

and the total amount billed to Medicaid per drug, separated for each year. 

e Abilify; 

» Geodon; 

© Scroquel; 

o Zyprexa; 



Drug X, 2008 



Prescriber 
identifier 


Total 

prescriptions 


Total billed to 
Medicaid 


1 10 a coon 


^ r AAA 

25,UuU 


250,000 




i/i nr\c\ 
Z4,UUU 


iiin nnn 






ion nnn 


456789123 


22,000 


220,000 


567891234 


21,000 


210,000 


678912345 


20,000 


200,000 


789123456 


19,000 


190,000 


891234567 


18,000 


180,000 


912345678 


17,000 


170,000 


012345678 


16,000 


160,000 


Drug X, 2009 


Prescriber • 
identifier 


Total 

prescriptions 


Total billed to 
Medicaid 


123456789 


25,000 


250,000 


234567891 


24,000 


240,000 


345678912 


23,000 


230,000 


456789123 


22,000 


220,000 


567891234 


21,000 


210,000 


678912345 


20,000 


200,000 


789123456 


19,000 


190,000 


891234S67 


18,000 


180,000 


912345678 


17,000 


170,000 


012345678 


16,000 


160,000 



Dunn, Anna M (CHFS QMS) _ 

From . Dunn, Anna M (CHFS DMS) on behalf of Johnson, Elizabeth (CHFS DMS Comm) 

Sent:' Friday, July 23, 2010 8:40 AM 

To- 'Brian_Downey@finance-rep.senate.gov 1 

Su bj ect: Response from KY Medicaid re: Mental Health and Pain Medication Utilization 
Mr. Downey: 

Enclosed below please find Kentucky Medicaid's response to Senator Grassley's letter dated April 21 , 2010. 




Top 10 
ibers FFY 200 



Sincerely, 



'Efkabeth ft. Johnson 

Commissioner 

CHFS, Department for Medicaid Services 
275 East Main Street, 6W-A 
Frankfort, KY 40621 
P: 502.564.4321 
F: 502.564.0509 



Confidentiality Notice : Mis electronic mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and/or otherwise protected from disclosxm to _ 
amine other 'than its intended recipients). Stag dissemination or use of this electronic mail or its contents Sy persons other than the intended recipient® 
is itrictfyprohihited. If you fmve received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately % reply e-mail so that we may comet our 
internal records. Tkase then delete the original message, ihan^you. 
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